
Headteacher’s Message: 

Dear Parents/Carers 

The pupils of St John’s started the week with a bang with an African Drumming Workshop!  We were lucky enough to have 
received a grant from the Blackdown Community Choir, who were performing at last year’s Christmas Light Switch On event.  
They were impressed with our school choir and contacted us to support the school.  Each class enjoyed a workshop and then 
got together for a final assembly which was absolutely fantasƟc.  Many of the children were dancing their way out of the 
assembly feeling the rhythm.   

Year 5 have enjoyed a lantern workshop this week, with their work going to be part of the Garden of Light FesƟval on the 25th 
October.  It was a wonderful day where the pupils thoroughly enjoyed working together to make their lanterns.   Hopefully 
families can make their way to the event to see the finished work. 

A leƩer will be sent out soon regarding the mulƟple events the choir will be performing in this Christmas.  They are becoming 
very popular in the community with many requests for their aƩendance, which is a massive compliment to their good work 
and that of Miss Wordley and Mrs Cook.  I am delighted as well that some children are taking up the opƟon of the training with 
the Wellington Silver Band.  It is a wonderful opportunity and will build on their efforts in Year 4.  Music is thriving at St John’s!   

Kind Regards 

Olly Priestley - Headteacher 

Friday  17th October 2025 

Telephone:  01823 662541 

Email: office@stjohnsprimary.uk 

Website:  hƩp://www.stjohnscofeprimary.co.uk 

Certificate Winners: 

AƩenborough - Tudor 

Mandela - Margot 

McCartney - Lordina 

Simmonds - Tony 

Hawking - Whole Class 

Pankhurst—Isabel E 

Rashford - Heather 

Medal -  Dexter 

Safeguarding/Well being: 

There have been a number of examples 
shared with the school where individual 
children are being named and discussed as 
part of parent WhatsApp groups and on 
social media.  The school ask individuals to 
avoid this on the grounds of safeguarding 
and also to show empathy - all parents 
would be really hurt to hear that their 
own children are being discussed by 
others.  If there are concerns then the 
school needs to be notified. 

Attendance 



Upcoming events: 

23rd October  School photos 

23rd October 1.30  Harvest FesƟval Service in Church 

27th-31st October Half Term 

10th November Parent ConsultaƟons-not AƩenborough 

11th November Parent ConsultaƟons-all classes 

12th November Parent ConsultaƟons-AƩenborough only 

10th December Christmas Lunch 

18th December 1.30  Christmas Service in Church 

19th December Last day of Autumn Term 

5th January  First day of Spring Term 

16th-20th February Half Term 

26th March 1.30  Easter Service in Church 

2nd April  Last day of Spring Term 

20th April   First day of Summer Term 

25th-29th May Half Term 

9th June  Sports Day 

15th July 9.30  Y6 Leaver’s Assembly in Church 

17th July  Last day of Summer Day 

20th-22nd July  School closed for staff training 

 

Term dates and INSET days for the 2025-26 academic 
year are on the school website under the News and 
Events tab. 

Weekly House Point Winner:  ST  ANDREW 
 
Harvest Festival 
We are looking forward to our Harvest Festival celebration 
in St John’s Church at 1.30pm on Thursday 23rd October.  
We will once again be collecting for the Taunton Foodbank.  
 
Each complete foodbank box contains items which are    
designed to fit together to provide 3 days nutriƟonally    
balanced meals. The items they are currently most in need 
of are: 
- Pasta Sauces 
- Tinned Fruit 
- Tinned Meals (Meat & Vegetarian) 
- Cup a Soup 
- Savoury Snacks 
 
Any other items can also be donated, please ensure they 
are unused and in date, thank you.  
 
Dropping off and picking up children 
Can we remind you once again that under no circumstances 
should you drive in to the school grounds at the beginning 
and end of the day to drop of or collect you child.   

Also, when picking up or dropping off children at school: 

· Allow yourself plenty of time as the area is likely to be 

busy. 

·  Do not park on yellow zigzag lines and avoid parking op-

posite them. 

· If you decide to park further away, please be considerate 

of local residents and avoid blocking driveways or access-

ways. 

· Do not pull up onto pavements as this will obstruct              

pedestrians. 
· Do not pull up in the bus stop opposite the school. 
 
This is for the safety of everyone. 
 

Wellington Garden of Light 
The Wellington Garden of Light fesƟval, celebraƟng art 
and nature, will be held in Wellington Park from 6.30-
9.00pm on Saturday 25th October. 
This will include fire and light performances, music, 
dance, film projecƟons and a light sculpture trail   
Hawking Class have been busy making lanterns for the 
light trail. 

 






