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Year 3 History Knowledge Organiser Spring Term 2023 

This term, in History we will learn about the development of Railways in Great Britain, including the 

history of the railways and significant early locomotives. We will also investigate some important 

historical events, such as the Rainhill Trials, and some of the key people who were influential in the 

development of the railways. In addition, we will learn about the development of locomotive 

technology. We will use geographical skills to map out some key routes. 

Key Vocabulary 

locomotive    nationalised   passenger    

privatised   trade   railroad    network 

Rainhill Trials   transport   Steam engine   

industry    combustion   pantograph   

 

The Railways 

Some Key Dates 

Richard Trevithick (1771 -1833) 

Richard was a Cornish engineer, brilliant 

mathematician and inventor.  In 1804, whilst working 

in the Penydarren Ironworks in Wales, he built the first 

ever high-pressured steam engine locomotive, that 

ran along a track. His engine was able to pull five 

carts, with ten tonnes of iron and seventy ironworkers, 

along nine miles of track.   

 

  

 

 

 


