Supporting Children To Read At Home
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Hearing your child read regularly is so very important to their progress at school and in life generally.
Below is an outline – per year group – of how you can support your child at home.
If you need any help with any aspect of this, please do not 
hesitate to contact your child’s
teacher.
Early Years
Before your child learns to read, there are different skills that need embedding which act as the foundations to their reading journey. These are skills that you can easily practise at home, such as oral blending. To do this, try breaking a word down into its individual phonemes (sounds) and then see if your child can blend them back together to say the word. We call this 'sound talk', for example, "It is time for b-e-d". Reading a bedtime story is a brilliant way to install a love of reading and is a great opportunity for discussion. Once your child has a phonetically decodable reading book, please listen to them read at least four times a week and record this in the reading diary. This book is read by the child and we suggest they read it up to four times to improve decoding, fluency, expression and comprehension. Videos of how to pronounce the individual phonemes found in your child's book can be found on the school website along with the slides from our Phonic Workshop to parents.
Years 1 and 2

Hear your child read at least 4 times a week and record your support in their reading diary with your initial, the date and a brief comment if you would like to. This will have a significant impact on their fluency, blending, sight recognition, expression and confidence.  

Help your child to practise saying the different phonics sounds and harder to read and spell words. These will be found in your child’s book bags. 

Share a book chosen by your child together, this will help develop a love for reading and allow them to hear stories brought to life! 

Years 3, 4 5 and 6
Hear your child read at least 4 times a week and record your support in their reading diary with your initials, the date and a brief comment if you would like to. 

If your child is on a Phonics Phase book (this is up to and including Stage 6) please support your child to complete 4 reads in total of the same book. This will have a significant impact on their fluency, blending, sight recognition, expression and confidence. The 4 reads includes those completed at school. 

 

Here at St.John’s we are focusing on enabling our children to think for themselves whilst still benefitting from valuable parental support. 

Here are some simple tips:
 

· Ask your child what they are going to do if they come across a word which they don’t know. (HINT: They should be able to talk about sounding letters out, blending, separating parts of a word, thinking about words they already know, considering what else they have read. Please don’t rely on the picture for clues.) 

· Even though we all like helping children, resist the urge to turn the page for them or to provide them with a difficult word before they have had time to think about it. 

· Please use the letter sounds for those on phonics books, rather than the letter names; this will help them to blend sounds. 

· Model how to read full sentences so they can hear what fluency sounds like and copy you. 

· Make sure they stop at the full stops and don’t read through them. This will help them to make good sense of what they are reading. 

Happy reading with your child.

